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PUBLISHER 


READER, 


 W Awng got into the Houſe of 
Peers, with the Crowd, to hear 
A the Debate upon the Firſt Ar- 
ticle of Dr. S-----'s Impeachment, 1 
had the Curioſity to take in Short-hand 
what I heard: And being return'd, af- 
ter a long Journey into the North, I 
find ſeveral Speeches, made on that De- 
bate, printed. I was very much ſur- 
priz'd, that the following Speech had 
been ſo long ſuppreſs d. And ſince o- 
thers have taken the Liberty to print 
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The Publiſher to the Reader. 
Speeches wit hout Conſent, I hope I hall 
be pardon d by the Noble LORD, if 


I preſent the Publick with this moſt 
Excellent Speech. 


THE 
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THE 
Lord H. - 's SPEECH 


IN TE 
Houſe of Lords, 
n 


Firft AgTicLe of the Impeachment 
of Dr. Henry Sacheverell. 


MY LORDS, 


HEN I conſider where this Im- 
peachment firſt began, I cannot but 

think the Deſign of it was very 

good; but whatever it was, in its firſt Intend- 
ment, it is very evident, it has already produ- 
ced very miſchievous Effects; it has created 
great Diſturbances in private Families, and Tu- 
mults amongſt the People; and raiſed a Fer- 
ment in the Nation, that will not be laid by 
your Lordſhips Judgment, let that be what it 
will. It has been a two-edged Miſchief; giving 
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(6) 
the Church on the one ſide, and the Diſſenter 
dn the other, too juſt Apprehenſion, that they 
axe both in danger. Nor can this be wondered 
at, when your Lordſhips have been told, by 
ſome of the Managers, of a pretended Divine 
Right of the Church; and when 1t has been 
more than hinted by the Managers of the Houſe 
of Commons, That the Clergy ought to be di- 
rected by the Civil Power, what Doctrine they 
ſhould teach : Nay, when they have authorita- 
tively taken upon them to 1nterpret Scripture, 
and charged it as a Crime upon a Miniſter, that 
he had wteſted ſeveral Places of it to his own 
wicked Intentions: | 

My Lords, After ſo noble a Defence made for 
the Doctor by his Council, and ſo great and 
moving an Apology. by himſelf, 1 ſhould not 
trouble your Lordſhjps upon this Occaſion, were 
it not more in Juſtification of myſelf; for the 
Judgment I ſhall give, than for the ſake of the 
Doctor, whoſe Cauſe, I think, now ſtands in ve- 
ry little need of it. 


I was, Ay Lords, a Sufferer in the late Reigns, 


as well as others; I was in the Convention-Par- 


liament, and in the Vote of Abdication ; and 
am, at this day, of the ſame Principle I was 


then; and yet, notwithſtanding this, l am not 


aſhamed to fay to your Lordſhips, that I think 
mylelt obliged, in Juſtice, to acquit the Doctor 


| from the Charge brought againſt him in this 


Article. And tho” this may ſeem ſtrange to 
{ome of your Lordſhips, yet, I hope, it will not 
appear ſo very ſtrange as to ſee Biſhops vote 
againſt their own Doctrines, and Diſſenters » 
| tne 


62 
the midſt of a Mobb, that are pulling down 
Meeting -Houſes; eſpecially, after the Reaſons 


I ſhall offer to your Lordſhips for the Support 


of my Opinion. 

I ſhall not trouble your Lordſhips about the 
Original of Government, or the divers Forms 
of it; your Lordſhips heard that learnedly diſ- 
courſed on by one of the Managers of the Houſe 
of Commons below ; But there is one thing, 
My Lords, that if my Memory ſerves me right, 
that Gentleman omitted, and it is 2 Matter too 
that I take to be of the greateſt Conſequence to 
any Government whatſoever ; I mean, the Di- 
vine Appointment, or Inſtitution of Govern- 
ment itſelf; from which Appointment it is, 
that Men are obliged to Obedience to the Ma- 
giſtrate, not only for Wrath, or Fear of him, 
but for Conſcience-ſake, for Dread of a future 
Puniſhment, which 1s the greatelt Security the 
Magiſtrate has. And I the rather mention this, 
becauſe of Notions that ſome People have of 
late advanced of their own, (and have found 
their Advantage too in ſo doing) of a Diſcre- 
tionary-Obedience only; that is, in my Opinion, 
whilſt the Government is for them, they will be 
for it; and think themſelves bound to obey no 
longer. It is not neceſſary, to the Proof of this 
Divine Authority, to fix the juſt Time, and 
Place, when, and where, and how the Know- 
ledge of it was firſt communicated to Mankind; 
It is enough, that we have it as expreſly, as 
plainly, and as clearly declared, as can be put 
into Words, that it is ſo. N 
| | There 
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There is another thing, My Lords, that in 
eneral, I would mention to+*your Lordfhips, 
fore I come to the Article itſelf, which may 
_ otherwiſe be the Occaſion of ſome Miſtake in 
this Debate; we are not now judging according 
to our own Notions of Politicks, or determining 
how far Reſiſtance or Non- Reſiſtance is lawful. 
It would be a ſtrange Rule of Judgment, to 
find any Man guilty for the fake of one's own 
private Opinion, and for the eſtabliſking a 
Doctrine which he likes, and his Neighbour 
does not- But the only Queſtion before your 
Lordſhips is, whether, and how far, the Houſe 
of Commons have made good their Charge a- 
gainſt the Doctor. And, I take Liberty to ſay 
plainly to your Lordſhips, that, in my Opini- 
on, they have been very far from making good 

their Charge againſt him in this Article. 

Ay Lords, to prevent the leaſt Miſtake, I 
ſhall read the Words of the Article to your 
Lordſhips, as they ſtand in the Impeachment. 

„He, the ſaid Henry Sacheverell, in his ſaid 
“ Sermon preach'd at St. Paul's, doth ſuggeſt 
and maintain, That tke neceſſary Means us'd 
“e to bring about the ſaid happy Revolution, 
© were, odious and unjuftifiable : That his late 
« Majeſty, in his Declaration, diſclaim'd the 
<« leaſt Imputation of Reſiſtance, and that to 
« impute Reſiſtance to the ſaid Revolution, is 
4 to caſt black and odious Colours upon his 
c“ late Majeſty and the ſaid Revolution. 

The Doctor in this Article is charg'd with 
having maintain'd, That the neceſſary Means uſed 
ro bring about the late happy Revolution, were odious 


and 
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and unjuſtifiable. To ſupport this, the Com- 
mons ſay, That having aſterted the general Pro— 
poſition of the Unlawfulneſs of R eßſting the 
Supreme Power, and not having exceptcd the 
particular Cale of Reſiſtance that was made 
uſe of as a Means to bring about the late happy 
Revolution; he docs thereby refl-& both upon 
the Means, and upon the faid Revolution. In 
Anſwer to this, there Five been Two things 
inſiſted upon to your Lordſhips, ia Behalf of 
the Doctor, by his Council: Firſt That in Caſes 
of ſuch a Nature as this, the Exception is al- 
ways imply'd in the general Rule ; and 
was 2 very unantwer able Initan 
Proof of this, at leaſt to moſt of your Lord- 
{hips ; It was the Oath X Alleglance to K ng 
James; all thoſe that took that Oath, took it in 
general Words, and yet. fuch - | F 

Caſe as the Revolution was ev 


Was CACTCDIEON.S 1 10 nok 
expreſs'd by thoſe that took that Oath. The 
next was, the Doctor, ay they, Would have 
been juſtly more blam d; ad he mention'd all 
the Caſes of Exce tion, = ch extraordinary 
Caſes ought to anſwer for themſelve 
they fall out. 

And tho', My Lords, theſe Two be a full 
Anſwer, yet there are Two thing more, 1 
think, with Submiſſion, may be added to it, 
which have not as yet been taken Notice of. 

The ſirſt is, Ay Lords, That the Proof a- 
gainſt the Doctor is drawn by Con ſequenc PTE 
the Commons own making, which he himſcli 
diſowns; and J appeal to that Reveicn 
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Learned Bench, Who are great . 
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troverſy, whether it is not an eſtabliſh'd Rule 
amongſt all Learned Men that have the leaſt 
Spark of Ingenuity, That no Man ought to be 
charg'd with Conſequences, let them appear to 
his Adverſary never fo clearly and undeniably 
to follow from his Aſſertion, when he himſelf 
denies thoſe Conſequences. This 1s ſo known 
a Maxim, in all Diſputes between Proteſtants 
and Papiſts, and between Proteſtants them- 
ſelves, that it cannot be deny'd. Now, the 
Doctor himſelf denying, as he does, that he 
had the leaſt Thought of including the Revo- 
lution under his general Aſſertion, or that he 
apply'd his Doctrine of Noz- Reſiſtance to that 
Cate, cannot, without the higheſt Ilnjuſtice, be 
charg d with Conſequences, which he himſelf 
utterly denies. 

In the next place, it is impoſſible, in my O- 
Plaion, to prove that Reſiſtance was made ule 
of as a Means to bring about the late happy Re- 
volution; and, conſequently, is not within the 
Doctor's general Maxim. 

Means, My Lords, is a relative Term, and 
refers to ſome End; and the End and De- 
ſigu of the Prince of Ora ange in his Coming hi- 
ther, and of thoſe that join'd him when he was 
here, being to have the Nation and Rightful Suc- 
ceſſion ſecur'd by a Free Parliament, it follows, 
that whatever Force was at that Time made 
uſe of, could not be made uſe of as a Means to 
bring about an End which was never intended. 

Far be it from me, My Lords, to leſſen the 
great Undertaking to deliver us from Popery 
and Arbitrary Power; and tho' the . 

that 
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that Enterprize is wholly attributed to King 
William, tis certain, her preſent Majeſty had 
her Share in it, however that is forgotten: 
For, give me Leave to ſav. that had not her 
Majeſty countenanc'd the Undertaking, of the 
Prince of Orange with her Aſſiſtance, in my Opi- 
nion, the Succeſs had been very dubious. 

Now, is it poſſible, My Lords, to imagine, 
that it was ever the Deſign of her Majeſty, or 
thoſe that join'd the Prince of Orange, to take 
the Crown off of King James's, and put it up- 
on King Willam's Read ? 

No, My Lords, the avowed great Deſign was 
quite otherwiſe, as appears by the Declaration 
itſelf, which was read below : It was to reſtore 
and ſecure our Laws from the Invaſions that 
had been been made upon them by Arbitrary 
Power: It was to ſecure that Right that all the 
World knows the Princeſs had to the Succeſſion 
of the Crown, and to have every thing ſettled 
by a Free Parliainent, and not to make a Revo- 
Intion by dethroning King James. This the 
Prince himſelf owns, when he ſays in his De- 
claration, he had no other Defion in Coming hi- 
ther, but a Free Parliament. 


My Lords, I take it to be of moſt dangerous 


Conſequence, to judge any Man by Suggeſtions 
and Innuendo's: Let what will be iaid to juſti- 
fy it, it ſhall never be the Rule of my fade 
ment. 

Groundleſs Sugꝑgeſtions, % Lords, have, 
within my Memory, been the Pretence of Po- 
wer, to cover illegal Oppreſſion with the Shew 
of Reaſon, to the Publick. I will give your 

B 2 Lord- 
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Lordſtips but one Inſtance of it : It was the 
Caſe of a Reverend Prelate, now in the Houſe ; 
I mean,the Archbiſhop of Tork: Bis Grace was 

then Dr. Sha; pe ouly. It was in the Year Eighty 
Six; there was an Order,direted by way of Let- 
ter to the! Proteſtant | >1ſhops, todiſcharge all the 
Interior Clergy from 1 ing upon contro— 
verted Points in Divinity. They thought it 
ſerved the Deſigns of Popery, then, to direct 
Miniſters tow th ey 11d preach ; which was, 
in effect, to forbid them to defend their Reli- 

ion. This Precedent was taken from an Or- 
gu Says Time, ſays the printed 
,ccount.; When at the ſame time, it was at- 
ack' d by the Romiſh Prieſts with all the Vigour 
hey were capable of, Whilſt the 'Popiſh Ser- 
0 | Diſco urſes were printed by Avthort- 


£1 Noto V it! iitand ine, this Order, the Doctor 
took Occaſion, i ſome of his Sermons, to vin- 


ate the Church of Fngland, in Oppolition to 
Frauds and Corruptions of Popery. But 
11s, by the Court Emillaries, was interpreted 
much the fame way as the Doctor's Sermon is 
19, do he endeavovring to beget in the Minds 
of his Hearers, an ill Opinion of the King and 
his Government, by ialinvating Fears and Jea- 
101 les, TO ar pole them to Diſcontent, and to 
lead them into Schiſm, Diſobedience and Re- 
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My Lerds, when the Homilies and Articles, 
en ſo many Archbiſhops and Biſhops, and the 
Uaiverſty, and moſt of the Foreign Divines 
too, eſpecia l the Lutherans, have aſſerted the 


ſame Doctrine of Non-Reſiſtance to the Su- 


preme 
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preme Power, as Dr. acheverell has; I think it 
the hardeſt Caſe in the World, that this unfor- 
tunate Geatlcn 1 {ould thus be ſingled out and 
made a Crin ind a kind of Martyr, endu- 
ring the Tria ot cruel Mockings, yea, more- 
over, of Bois and Impriſonmert, for zMert! Ng 
the ſame Doctrine. Tis true, Feza, and Pa- 
reus, and ſome ot er of the Calviniſts, are of 
another Opinion; but "tis known, that Parens's 
Commentary BU the: 13th of the Romans Was. 
burnt at Ox/0d,by the Order of King James the 
Firſt, for aſſerting that Boctrine. 

But there is one thi ing, My Lords, fo aſtoniſh- 
ing in this Proſecution, that 1 cannot but take 
Notice of it: Thoſe who were at Man's Eſtate, 
at the Revolution, know how Induftrious, on 
the one Side, all that were Friends to King 
James were, to put his Leaving the Nation then 
upon the Foot of Force and Reſiſtance, as think- 
ing this the ſtrongeſt and beſt Argument to ju- 
ſtify bis Withdrawing himſelf from his People; 
they rackt their Brains to find out Arguments 
to convince Men, that his Life was maniteſtly 
in Danger, by ſtaying here; and that it was for 
the ſake of that, aud his Liberty, that He was 
forc'd to withdraw; and that his Withdrawing 
was juſt, being an Act of Neceſlity, and not of 
Choice. 

On the other ſide, thoſe that were Friends to 
the Revolution, wade it their Buſineſs to per- 
ſuade the World, that all this was but a Colour 
and Pretenc ©, and tnat the Fact was quite other- 
wile; that the Senſe and Conviction Kin g James 
had of what he had done, prevail'd upon him 


rather 


(14 ) 
rather to throw off the Government, than con- 
cur with a Free-Parliament. 

That this was the only Foot they then put it 
upon; and that it was not then put upon the 
Foot of Forfeiting the Government by Male- 
Adminiſtration; if any Man denies, l appeal to 
the Papers that were then writ, and are now in 
Print, on this Subject. 

This being ſo, it is very ſtrange to ſee ſo great 
an Alteration in Mens Notions of Things; and 
that now, after our Conſtitution has maintain'd 
itſelf upon this Foot, againſt all Deligns and At- 
tempts that have been made upon it, for above 
twenty Vears, thoſe very Men, and that Party, 


who endeavour'd to place the Revolution then, 


upon King James's Voluntary Deſertion, which 
they call'd Abdication, ſhould now, without any 
Reaſon given, be for changing that Foundation, 
and do all they can, to put it upoa King James's 
Fcot of Force and Reliſtance. What, A) Lords, 
are we endeavouring, after twenty Years, to 
make King James s Title better now than any of 
his Friends could make 1t then, and not only 
finding out Arguments they never thonght of, 


but Impeaching any that dare ſo much 15 que- 


ſtion the Truth and Force of them? This, 14y 
Lords, ſeems very ſtrange. 

My Lords, I cannot but take Notice to your 
Lordſhips, of what was {aid by that Noble Lord, 
who ſpoke laſt, becaule, to me it appears to be 
a Matter of the laſt Conſequence, ro the Ho- 
nour of Her preſeat Majeity. He told your 
Lordſhips, that the bett Title Her Majeſty had 
to the Crown, was Her Parliameatary- Title. 1 

mul 
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muſt take Liberty to affirm the quite contrary; 
and that, in my Opinion, the beſt Title Her Ma- 
jeſty has, is Her Hereditary Title; tho' deny 
not, but that the Act ef Parliament is a Strength - 
ning and Confirmation of that Title: But I deny 
a Parliamentary-Title to be the only, or the beſt 
Title that the Queen has to the Crown She wears. 
And in ſaying this, Ido not fear the malicious Re- 
flexions of having a ſquintingRegard to the Title 
of any Perſon on the other ſide the Water; for 
in afirming (as I now do to your Lordſhips) that 
her Majeſty is my Rightful and Lawful Queen, 
by Kight of Inheritance, and as ſhe is Daughter 
to King James the Second, 1 do in ſo many 
Words affirm alſo, that there is no other Per- 
ſon, the Rightful and Las ful Heir to King 
James, but herſelf. And if the preſent Impeach- 
ment of Dr. Sacheverell ſhall have this Effect Cas 
I hope it wil) to convince the Nation of the 
undoubted Truth of her Majeſty's Right of In- 
heritance to the Crown, (a Matter now ſo in- 
duſtiioutly oppos'd) the Security this will bring 
to her Majeſty's Perſon and Crown, and to the 
Succeſſion in the Proteſtant Line, and Illuſtrious 
Houſe of Hanover afterwards, ſhall prevail with 
me ealily to pardon any warm and unguarded 
Expreſlions, that the Doctor may here and there 
have dropt, and made uſe of in any of his 
Diſcourſes. 
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